Dear M. Rash:

Thank you for your testinony before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Menphis, Tennessee, on
April 8, 2003. In your statenent you descri bed several active
Corps projects in your levee district. You also expressed
concern regarding the Fiscal Year 2004 budget request for the
M ssissippi River and Tributaries (MR&T) project and the use
of the Inland Waterways Trust Fund for mai ntenance activities.
You al so recogni zed the contributions of M. Bill Duke who is
scheduled to retire in Septenber

As you indicated in your testinony, work on the West
Menphi s Sl ope Restoration project was substantially conpleted
in Fiscal Year 2002. Al that remains on this work is
guar ant eed growt h on the sod.

The contractor for the Blue Lake relief well outlet
ditches, Don Wrley & Conpany, resunmed work on April 2 and is
schedul ed to conplete the project by the end of June. A sub-
contractor is scheduled to begin installing culverts along the
outl et ditches sonetine this nonth. The Wnne area office is
working with the contractor to settle a dispute over the anpunt
of material that has been excavated fromthe outlet ditches.
The Menphis District will keep you inforned about the issues
involved with this contract.

A Design Docunentation Report on the Ten and Fifteen Ml e
Bayous was conpleted in Cctober 2002. Right-of-way acquisition
for the first itemof channel work on Fifteen M| e Bayou is
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underway and contracts for replacenent of the U S. H ghway 79
bridge at mle 15.8 and the St. Francis County road bridge at
mle 13.8 should be awarded this sumer.

A contract for linme/fly-ash stabilization of the Hal eside
Levee Slope at Mle 121 of the St. Francis Levee is schedul ed
for award in late Fiscal Year 2004 based on current priorities
and anticipated funding levels. This work nay be advanced if
addi tional funds are received.

Topogr aphi ¢ surveys of the scour problens riverside of the
| evee near the West Menphis punping station were initiated on



May 5th of this year and are schedul ed to be conpleted in
approximately 1 nonth. Due to the extent and severity of the
scour problens and the potential to danage the main |line |evee,
Menphis District plans to repair the scour areas this
construction season.

The Geotechnical Design Report for the Pecan Poi nt Seepage
Study was conpleted in April 2003 with a recommendati on of
relief wells for seepage control. The devel opnent of plans and
specifications for those wells is currently underway and shoul d
be conpleted in Septenber 2003. Right-of-way acquisition should
be initiated in July 2003, and a contract for construction of
the wells and any rel ated drai nage works i s schedul ed for
January 2004.

A contract for the Monterey-Princedal e channel cleanout is
schedul ed for award in |late Fiscal Year 2004 based on current
priorities and anticipated funding levels. This work may be
advanced if additional funds are received.

The Fi scal Year 2004 budget request for MR&T project is
$280 million, considerably |ess than the Corps Fiscal Year 2004
capability, and al so | ess than what was appropriated in Fiscal
Year 2003. This budget request is based on its relative need
conpared to that of the many conpeting national priorities, to
i nclude the war on terrorismand honel and security, and the need
to bal ance the national budget. The Menphis District staff wll
keep you infornmed about its 2003 activities and potential 2004
work in your |levee district as Congress continues to work on
t he Fiscal Year 2004 Appropriations bill

The Comm ssion continues to hear fromthose who are opposed
to the use of the Inland Waterways Trust Fund for maintenance
activities. The Conm ssion has passed your concern and that of
others up the chain of conmand to the Chief of Engineers and the
office of the Assistant Secretary of the Arny for Cvil Wrks.

The Conmi ssion concurs in your words of appreciation for
the exceptional job M. Duke has done in the operation of the
Huxt abl e punping station and the many other contributions he
has made to the Nation and the valley during his distinguished
career. His technical expertise and sensitivity to our
custoners will be greatly m ssed.



The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your views and w ||
be pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



